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Start dreaming up your perfect
Christmas! Who will you be spending it
with, and what kind of vibe are you going
for — cosy and low-key or full-on festive
fun? A little planning now means you'll
have plenty of time to make it just right.
[ ] N J U J J U
e N N N N
. o7 04 fo p%bﬂ/%b%f’”{% I 2 Haea declifler
Before the festive rush begins, take a peek Give your home a festive refresh and make
~ in the loft and remind yourself what you room for all the extras that the season
) already have. Make sure everything’s in brings. Organising the kids’ rooms and
07 good shape, and check out this year’s donate toys they've outgrown. Clear out
trends — you might want to add a few kitchen cupboards too, to free up space
new favourites to your collection. for all your Christmas treats.
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Pick up the Spread some cheer this festive season by
November issue helping others! Reach out to local
of Your Home charities to see if they need volunteers, or
today! check community Facebook groups for
ways to get involved. It's a great way to
make the season even more meaningful.
e N N N N N
T Flex gour creafive muscles 20 Z 2 28 %
Get crafty with homemade gifts. Start
early so you've got plenty of time to add
those personal touches — friends and fami-
ly will truly appreciate the effort, plus it's
a great way to save money and skip the
last-minute stress.
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; * If you're hosting the Christmas
celebrations, make it feel extra special by
< sending out festive invitations to friends
- and family. It's a fun way to set the tone 28
— and get everyone excited for the big day!
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There are lots of ways to make your A little planning now will save you loads
festive season more eco-friendly, from of stress later. Start by checking any
delicious veggie meals to stylish reusable dietary needs, then set your menu and
wrapping paper. Take a little time to write decide if you'd like guests to bring a dish
a list of ideas that'll make this Christmas to share the load. Make sure you've got
both joyful and kind to the planet. enough chairs, plates, and cutlery.
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Planning a new Christmas dish? Give it a December issue
test run today! Whether it’s a fancy pud or of Your Home
a showstopping starter, now's the perfect today!
time to check your timings, perfect the
recipe, and sneak in a tasty preview.
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Supermarkets are starting to release ) ) Got kids in the family? Chances are they
their Christmas delivery slots! Check love the festive chaos of Elf on the Shelf,
your favourite store and watch your h h so start planning some mischievous antics
inbox for updates, so you can book 15 7 now, to make next month even more
your spot before they're gone. magical and fun for everyone.
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This year’s international posting deadlines Pop on your favourite festive apron — it's
from Royal Mail hadn’t been confirmed at Stir-up Sunday, the traditional day for
the time of going to print, but last year, families to gather and cook a Christmas
standard deliveries to places like Australia pud. Alternatively, get ahead by baking
and New Zealand had to be sent by 3rd your Christmas cake and mincefpies now,
December - so it’s worth checking now. then pop them in the freezer for later.
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. * Planning to buy your meat from a local
~ shop or farm? Now's the time to place . J
your order. Shopping locally not only r ~
< supports small businesses, it's also kinder 9 98
- to the planet and often means tastier,
— higher quality food on your festive table.
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Spread some joy by supporting local Here at Your Home, we believe the earlier
causes, like The Salvation Army'’s the better when it comes to getting the
Christmas Present Appeal. Donate an tree up! Put on some Christmas tunes,
unwrapped toy or gift, and bring a smile 03 warm up a few mince pies, and have fun
to a child who might not otherwise adding a little festive cheer to your home.
receive one. Visit salvationarmy.org.uk. Let the magic begin!
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Gather the kids and have some fun Pick up the Today is Save the Children’s’Christmas

writing their wishlists — then send off a
festive note to Father Christmas himself!

January issue
of Your Home

Jumper Day! Whether you're at home,
work, or school, everyone can get involved

It's a magical way to build the excitement. today! I — just throw on your favourite festive
Find Santa’s address and posting dates at sweater and donate £2 at savethechildren.
royalmail.com/christmas/letters-to-santa. org.uk/christmas-jumper-day.
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Light up your outdoor space with some
estive sparkle! Whether you go bold
and colourful or soft and twinkly,
Christmas lights are a brilliant way to
add a touch of magic to your home.

Make a few o

Pr?o and freege

your Christmas dinner side
dishes — such as stuffing, sauces, and even
some veggies — and pop them in the
freezer now, to save you precious time on
the day.

Do forgetthe fpples!

Keep the holiday cheer flowing by stocking
up on a selection of alcoholic and soft
drinks — and make sure you've got plenty
of glasses for both. Why not set up a
festive drinks station or create a menu to
show your guests what's on offer?
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Celebrafewifh friends

With Christmas being so busy, now'’s the
ideal time to catch up with friends over
cocktails, or to cosy up for a movie night.

18 Swap cards and gifts, and capture that

wonderful Christmas mood!
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Whether you make your gingerbread from
scratch or decorate a ready-made house
with sweets and icing, this kid-friendly
activity is a fun way to get creative and
craft a festive centrepiece.
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Getting your home guest-ready mig
be the most glam job, but a good
Christmas playlist can make it way more
fun! Choose some products with a festive
scent, get the whole family to help, and
turn cleaning up into a merry team effort.
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If you're the host, you can begin makin
some of the food, such as desserts an
sauces now. Make some time for a bit
more Christmas wrapping too, so
you aren’t leaving it all until the
last minute!

2 Brel, sliceand relax!

Prepare the veggies so there's less to do
tomorrow morning. Hand out peelers to
everyone and watch the work fly by. Once
they're peeled and chopped, pop them in
a bowl of cold, salted water, and then it's
time for you and your loved ones to chill!
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Wevry Chrisnas!

We wish you all a magical Christm
and a happy and healthy 2026!
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