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When to use this chart
The chart accurately matches the sky on the 
dates and times shown for Sydney, Australia. 
The sky is different at other times as the stars 
crossing it set four minutes earlier each night. 

This month, a trip to Crux. Starting 
at the bottom (southernmost) 

brightest star, first-magnitude Alpha (α) 
Crucis, move 1.3° north to discover the 
mag. +7.4 open cluster NGC 4349 (RA 12h 
24.1m, dec. –61° 52’). This compact cluster, 
12 arcminutes across, consists of around 
100 11th-magnitude stars, its members 
appearing arranged in curved lines 
interspersed with voids, surrounded by 
an impressive Milky Way field. 

Here’s Crux’s showstopper, another 
compact open cluster, NGC 4755. 

Called the Jewel Box (RA 12h 53.6m, dec. 
–60° 20’) and visible in the same binocular 
field as Beta (β) Crucis, this 10-arcminute-
diameter group is best known for its 
brightest (eighth-magnitude) half-dozen 
blue/white stars in a distinctive ‘A’ shape. 
It’s capped off by an obvious red central 
star, making the cluster look like a ruby in 
a diamond setting – hence its nickname.

DEEP–SKY OBJECTS

As twilight descends, Jupiter is low in 
the northwest and soon lost from the 

evening sky. Mars is crossing the meridian 
around sunset, departing late evening. As 
May opens, there’s a morning flurry of 
activity, with Saturn, Neptune and Venus 

rising together around 03:00. As the month 
progresses, Saturn and Neptune rise earlier, 
slowly separating from brilliant Venus. May 
commences with Mercury briefly visible in 
the dawn sky but is lost to the Sun’s glare 
towards month’s end.
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Chart key

1 May 00:00 AEST (30 Apr, 14:00 UT)
15 May 23:00 AEST (13:00 UT) 
31 May 22:00 AEST (12:00 UT)

MAY HIGHLIGHTS
The Eta Aquariid meteors are linked 
to Halley’s Comet and are swift, 

distinctly yellow and known for leaving 
persistent trains. In 2025, they’re expected 
to be visible from 19 April to 28 May, 
peaking on the morning of 6 May, when 
the Moon is eight days old and skies will 
be Moon-free. The shower is popular with 
Southern Hemisphere observers, with its 
radiant from mid-latitude Australia 
reaching 40° altitude in the northeast  
just as dawn breaks in early May.

STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS
Evening skies are dominated by Crux, 
aka the Southern Cross. It’s so iconic 

to the Southern Hemisphere it features on 
the flags of five nations: Australia, New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa and 
Brazil. Crux is the smallest constellation, 
with its boundaries just a few degrees 
outside of its four brightest stars. Don’t let 
its stature fool you; it’s embedded in a rich 
part of the Milky Way and endowed with 
brilliant star fields – an impressive sight 
even through binoculars under dark skies.

With Glenn Dawes

Crux may be the tiniest constellation, but this iconic 
region holds a jewel box of brilliant, colourful stars


