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When to use this chart
The chart accurately matches the sky on the 
dates and times shown for Sydney, Australia. 
The sky is different at other times as the stars 
crossing it set four minutes earlier each night. 

This month, a trip to the obscure 
constellation of Indus. A highlight is 

the impressive double star Theta (θ) Indi 
(RA 21h 19.8m, dec. –53° 27’). It’s ideal for 
small telescopes, with a yellow naked-eye 
(mag. +4.5) primary and orange mag. +6.9 
companion just 7 arcseconds to the west. 
 

A short stroll 2.6° east-southeast 
finds NGC 7090 (RA 21h 36.4m, dec. 

–54° 33’). This 10th-magnitude edge-on 

spiral galaxy is an obvious 4-arcminutes-
long nebulous streak (running southeast–
northwest) with a small, almost stellar 
core. If you find it easy to see, try a more 
challenging edge-on spiral: NGC 7064 (RA 
21h 29.0m, dec. –52° 46’), 1.5° east-northeast 
of Theta. This 12th-magnitude galaxy is a 
faint 2-arcminute streak (oriented 
east–west) showing an even brightness 
along its length. A 10th- magnitude star is 
1.2 arcminutes south of the centre. 

DEEP–SKY OBJECTS

As twilight closes, Mars can be found 
low in the west below bright Spica. 

Early evening see Saturn and Neptune 
rising and transiting around 02:00 (mid-
month). August begins with the duo only 1° 
apart – a good binocular view. Uranus 

arrives in the early morning, rising around 
01:00 mid-month. Dawn brings a real treat: 
Jupiter and Venus low in the northeast (see 
above). Around 10–22 August, Mercury 
makes a brief but poor morning apparition, 
never leaving the dawn glow.
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Chart key

1 Aug 00:00 AEST (31 Jul, 14:00 UT)
15 Aug 23:00 AEST (13:00 UT) 
31 Aug 22:00 AEST (12:00 UT)

AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS
Meetings between Venus and 
Jupiter, the brightest planets, are 

always impressive. Jupiter slowly rises in 
the dawn sky, converging with Venus as it 
drops towards solar conjunction. Brighter 
Venus starts the month to Jupiter’s upper 
left, making its closest approach (1°) on 
the 13th. The pair are 5° apart on 8th–17th, 
a nice naked-eye or binocular view. They 
then have notable conjunctions with the 
Moon, which passes within 5° of Jupiter on 
the 20th and 7° of Venus the next morning.

STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS
Most stars visible from suburbia are 
relatively close by, out to around 500 

lightyears away. But two bright stars, low 
in the northern evening sky, present a real 
contrast: Vega (Alpha Lyrae) is mag. 0.0 
and, being 25 lightyears away, is one of the 
closest stars to the Solar System; Deneb 
(Alpha Cygni), however, is visually 1.3 
magnitudes fainter than Vega, but is 1,700 
lightyears distant! One of the largest and 
most luminous stars known in our Galaxy, 
Deneb outshines the Sun by 50,000 times!

With Glenn Dawes

This month, see a brilliant pre-dawn conjunction 
and discover galaxies in faint, forgotten Indus


