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When to use this chart
The chart accurately matches the sky on the 
dates and times shown for Sydney, Australia. 
The sky is different at other times as the stars 
crossing it set four minutes earlier each night. 

Lying near the border between 
Centaurus and Carina is the 

impressive double star Omicron (ο) 
Centauri (RA 11h 31.8m, dec. –59° 30’). 
This easy binocular double consists of 
two nearly matched mag. +5.1 stars  
4 arcminutes apart: yellow Omicron1 
(ο1) and, to its south, white Omicron2 

(ο2). Omicron1 is a great small-telescope 
double star with a much closer mag. 
+11.4 companion 13 arcseconds away. 

Move westward 3° into Carina to 
naked-eye (fourth-magnitude)  

x Carinae. This prominent star sits on 
the east end of NGC 3532 (RA 11h 5.6m, 
dec. –58° 44’), aka the Football Cluster. 
This brilliant third-magnitude open 
cluster is around 60 x 30 arcminutes. 
Impressive through any rich-field 
instrument (binoculars or 60mm 
telescope), it’s peppered with 100 or so 
mag. +8 to mag. +10 mostly white stars.

DEEP–SKY OBJECTS

As Venus continues its gradual climb 
out of the western evening twilight, 

it’s passed by Saturn (1° apart on 8 March) 
as this ringed world drops into the solar 
glow. In the north, Jupiter transits at the 
end of twilight. It outshines the Gemini 

twin stars Castor and Pollux, 10° away,  
with which it forms a triangle. Turning to 
the morning, as Mars climbs out of the 
dawn glow, it’s overtaken by Mercury on  
16 March as this speedy messenger begins 
a favourable morning return.
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Chart key

1 Mar 00:00 AEDT (28 Feb, 13:00 UT)
15 Mar 23:00 AEDT (12:00 UT) 
31 Mar 22:00 AEDT (11:00 UT)

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Australia experiences a total eclipse 
of the Moon on 3 March. The eastern 

states will see the umbra appear on the 
edge of the lunar limb around the end of 
twilight (20:51 AEDT), with the Moon low in 
the eastern sky. Totality is reached at 22:05 
(AEDT) and lasts about an hour. The 
umbral shadow will complete its journey 
across the Moon’s face just after midnight 
(AEDT). From Western Australia, totality 
occurs during twilight, at which time the 
Moon is close to the eastern horizon.

STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS
Sailing across the Southern sky is  
the only one of the original ancient 

constellations to not survive to the present 
day. Argo Navis (the Ship Argo), of Jason 
and the Argonauts fame, was carved into 
three constellations by French astronomer 
de Lacaille in the 1700s: Vela (the Sails), 
Carina (the Keel) and Puppis (the Poop 
Deck). But he also created a little-known 
fourth: Pyxis (the Compass). Lying north  
of Vela, its brightest members are three 
naked-eye stars in a straight 7°-long line. 

With Glenn Dawes

Watch a total eclipse of the Moon on 3 March  
and find the compass of a broken-up ship
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